4 Verbs 

Verbs are listed in the dictionary in their present tense form. The singular form is 
given except in those cases where the verb listed must be plural. To determine the 
verb stem, remove the present tense suffix -pat (sg), -pti (pi). For (r) class verbs 
also remove the aspect suffix -r or -ri. The resulting form is the stem. 
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Grammatically^ Oksapmin has intransitive verbs (marked in the dictionary as 'vi'), 
motion verbs 'vm\ motion transitive verbs 'vmt', transitive verbs 'vt', and 
ditransitive verbs 'vdt'. (See the section on clause structure for examples of each 
grammatical type.) 

Structurally, Oksapmin has 3 classes of verbs. Each class uses a different set of 
aspect markers. The structural class to which a verb belongs can be determined 
(except for irregular verbs) by the same subject sequential relation form of the 
verb. This form consists of the verb stem plus the suffix -mii, -ra, or -sa. Thus verbs 
arc classified as (m), (r), or (s) in the dictionary. The (m) class verbs have two 
subtypes: (ma), and (mb). In most cases, the structural class a verb belongs to has 
little to do with the grammatical class it is in. A notable exception to this is that 
all verbs of motion are (s) class verbs. 

Compound verbs arc special and arc best put in a separate class. They arc labeled 
class (d) verbs in the dictionary. They consist of a meaningful morpheme plus an 
auxiliar)' verb. Where the meaningful morpheme can be a separate word, the word 
and auxiliar\^ are written separately. Where the meaningful morpheme is not used 
as a word on its own, the compound form is written as one word. Thus suhur 
(school) + deipat (auxiliary) is written suhur dcipat 'reaches', but w;i- (carr\'ing 
the meaning of sight, bur not used as a word on its own) t dcipat (auxiliary) is 
written wandcipat "sees, looks at'. 

The auxiliary used in compound verbs depends on the grammatical clause t\'pe and 
the object of the clause it is in. The auxiliar\^ dcipat 'put down into' is used in 
transitive clauses which have a third person object; hapat \io' is used in all other 
clauses. When the clause is transitive with a first or second person object the form 
of the auxiliar\' verb hapat is nahapat 'do to mc/us/you'; ir is hapat or tahapat 
with compounds in intransitive clauses; and goshapti in reciprocal transitive 
clauses. (See the examples under verb prefixes below.) 

Compound verbs are listed in the dictionary usually only in the form with the 
auxiliar\^ dcipat. But where another form has a somewhat different meaning, that is 
listed as well. Paradigms of compound verbs follow the paradigm for deipat 'put 
down into' when in transitive clauses with a third person object; they follow the 
paradigm for hapat 'do' when used in other clauses types. 

Oksapmin verbs may have both prefixes and suffixes. 
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4.1 Prefixes 

Oksapmin has first, second, and third order prefixes. 

pa- First order prefixes change a verb from one grammatical type to 

another. There are two first order prefixes: pa- and ta-. The prefix 

ta- pa- is used with intransitive verbs to make them transitive. For 

example, tandcipat 'stand up' can become pa-tandeipat 'cause 
someone to stand'. The verb depat 'go across' can become pa-dcpat 
'rake across'. The prefix ta- is used to make transitive verbs 
intransitive. For example, mipat 'put in string bag' can become ta- 
mipat 'got in string bag of itself. 

na- Second order prefixes have to do with the person of the direct or 

indirect object. The unmarked form of the verb indicates a third 

gos- person object. The second order prefix na- marks a first or second 
person object. Thus porpat is 'say something to someone' and na- 
porpat is 'say something to me/us/you'. Some verbs, like 'kill/hit' 
have a different stem form for first and second person object, as well 
as a prefix. Thus supiit means 'hit/kill someone' and nipiit means 
'hit/kill me/us/you'. The second order prefix gos- marks a 
reciprical relationship: gos-daripti 'take/marr\' each other'. 

With compound verbs, both first and second order prefixes attach to the auxiliary 
verb. For example: 

wandcipat 'sees someone or something' 
wanahapat 'sees me/you/us' 
wanggoshapti 'look at each other' 

watahapat 'looks around (no object)' 

a- na- Third order verb prefixes mark the bcnefactive or malfactivc person: 
a- for third person, na- for first or second person. For example, a- 
supat 'kill for/on him'. With compound verbs where the compound 
involves a separable noun, such as cr dcipat 'make bad' the 
benefactive prefix can be attached to either the noun or the auxiliary 
verb: na-cr dcipat or cr na-dcipat 'make bad on me'. Where the 
compound involves a non-separable meaningful morpheme, 
benefactive is attached to the resultant compound verb: a-wandcipat 
'look at for him'. 
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4.2 Suffixes 

Oksapmin has three orders of suffixes. First order suffixes mark aspect; second 
order suffixes mark tense, and, in a few cases, interciausal relationships; third 
order suffixes combine with second order suffixes to mark interciausal 
relationships. 

4.2.1 Aspect 

Oksapmin distinguishes between a punctiliar action and an habitual or continual 
action. How these two aspects are marked depends on the verb class and the tense. 
(See the section on tense below for an understanding; of the various tenses in 
Oksapmin.) Aspect in all obser\xr's viewpoint (OV) pxst tenses is marked only by 
the tense form. You will notice from the aspect suffix chart below that (r) class 
verbs use the continuative suffix -ri with both punctiliar and continuativc forms of 
the (OV) past tenses, but it is the tense form which distinguishes whether it is 
punctiliar or continuative. Aspect in Agent's Viewpoint (AV) past tenses is 
distinguished both by the first order suffix, or its absence, and by the tense form 
itself. i\:ipect in non past tenses is distinguished only by a first order suffix, or the 
absence of such a suffix. 

Each verb class uses aspect suffixes, or their absence, in a ui\iquc way to distinguish 
aspect. 

(m) class verbs mark punctiliar by -ti/-ndi; continuativc is unmarked, (r) class 
verbs mark punctiliar with -ti; continuative is marked by -ri, (s) class verbs mark 
future continuative and first person imperative continuative tenses by -si, and 
second and third imperative continuative tenses by -she; punctiliar for those tenses 
is unmarked. In the past tenses, on the other hand, (s) class verbs mark the 
punctiliar past tenses by -hi/-hu; continuative is unmarked. 
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Below is a chart of the various first order suffix aspect markers. (In the chart the 
present punctiliar represents the immediate past tense. Even though it is 
punctiHar, it is marked like continuative past tenses.) 



Stem class 


future and 1st 
imperative 


2nd and 3rd 
imperative 


present 


past 

(AV) 


past 
(OV) 


punctiliar suffixes 


(ma) 


-ti 


-ti 


-0 


-ti 


-0 


(mb) 


-ndi 


-ndi 


-0 


-ndi 


-0 


(r) 


-ti 


-ti 


-ir 


-ti 


-0 


(s) 


-0 


-0 


-0 


-hi/ -hu 


-0 


continuative suffixes 


(ma)/(mb) 


-0 


-0 


-0 


-0 


-0 


(r) 


-ri 


-ri 


-ri 


-ri 


-ri 


(s) 


-si 


-she 


-0 


-0 


-0 



CHART 1: Aspect suffixes 



4.2.2 Tense 



Second order suffixes mark tense. Some tense suffixes distinguish aspect as well. 
(Two tense forms are expressed by a verb phrase rather than tense suffix.) 

Oksapmin distinguishes two future tenses, a present, and four past tenses. 
Imperatives are also marked by suffixes of the same order as the tense suffixes. 
Oksapmin distinguishes first person, second person and third person imperative. 
Oksapmin also uses the far future tense forms as a negative imperative: tandat 
wapra (fall go.down. future) 'Don't fall!' 

In the past tenses, Oksapmin uses two sets of past tense endings. One set reflects 
the tense of an action as viewed by the agent's of the action (AV--agent's 
viewpoint), the other set reflects the tense of the action as viewed by someone 
other than the agent's (OV-observer's viewpoint). Each set of past tenses uses one 
set of suffixes for punctiliar action and another set for habitual or continuative 
action, resulting in four sets of past tense suffixes. 

All tense suffixes, except second person imperative, distinguish between singular 
and plural (more than one). 
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For Oksapmins, the boundary between tenses is often determined by nightfall. Near 
future, then, refers to an action which is to take place before the night to come; 
far future to one which will take place after the night to come. Near past refers to 
an action which took place after the last night started, but before the immediate 
past. Yesterday past refers to an action which took place before last night, but 
after the night before that. Far past refers to an action which took place more 
than two nights ago. 

Present and immediate past tenses are not affected by the time frame marked by 
nightfall. Present tense is obvious: it refers to an action going on at the time of 
speaking. Immediate past tense refers to an action which has just recently taken 
place. Present tense could be viewed as the continuative action with the immediate 
past tense as the punctiliar--an action which has just been completed. Immediate 
past tense is odd, though, because even though it refers to a completed action, it 
takes the continuative suffix. 

Although tense suffixes mark the time of an action within the above restricted 
time frame, they can also mark time in a relative sense. For example, yesterday 
past tense refers to something that happened yesterday when used in a specific 
sense. But when used in a relative sense it can refer to an action that took place in 
the more recent past (could be the last few months or even years) as compared to 
something that happened longer ago. 

Below are charts of tense sufRxes. 



prcsenty futurCy and 
imperative tenses 


singular 


plural 


far future 


-pra 


-pri 


near future 


-proh 


-probe 


present 


-pat 


-pti 


1st imperative 


-por(a) 


-pcr(a) 


2nd imperative 


-on(a)^ 




3rd imperative 


ha,, •-oh 


ha,..-gwc 



CHART 2a: Tense suffixes 



past 
tenses 


a£rent's viewpoint 




observer's i 


viewpoint 


punct 


cont 


punctilinr 


continuative 




Lff 


Pl 


SS 


pl 


^S 


pl 


ss 




immd 


-0 


-ya 


- 


- 


-he 


-yiihe 


~ 


- 


near 


-0 


-a 


-orl 


-ori 


-nong 


-ng\ve 


verb phrase 


vest 


-r 


-ri 


-t 


-ti 


-ngwcr 


-ngweri 


verb phrase 


far 


-P 


-pa 


-suh 


-she 


-ngop 


-ngopa 


-nipat 


-nipti 



CH^\RT 2b: Tense suffixes 

4.2.3 Suffixes marking interclausal relationships 

Relationships between clauses is marked by a second order suffix, in a tew cases, 
or by a second order tense suffix plus a third order suffix. For example, sequential 
relationship, different subject is formed by the first person imperative suffix pkis 
third order suffix -ban. Where the relationship form uses a tense suffix, aspect is 
marked in the same way as it would be for the tense form using that suffix. 

Some interclausal relationships may include more than one clause on each side. 
These relationships are shown in section 12 on sentences. 

A chart showing how the various relationships between clauses are marked is given 
below. Some suffixes mark a relationship for several categories. Others 
distinguish between singular and plural. Still others distinguish between when there 
is the same subject in both clauses (s/s) and when there is a change of subject 
(d/s). Where one form covers more than one category, that form is given just once 
in the chart with the other columns left blank. A '-' in a cell means that that 
relationship does not occur for that category. 



*o* in these forms appears only when suffixed to a stem ending in 'a' or no vowel. 
Otherwise it is dropped. 
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interclausal 
relationship 


same subject 


different subject 


singular 


plural 


singular 


plural 


close knit 
sequential 


-m (m) class / 


immediate past + -rit: 


-r(r)/-s(s) 


-rit 


-yarit 


sequential 


-ma/-ra/-sa or 


1st imperative + -han: 


-pat 


-Pti 


-porhan 


-pcrhan 


event after 
background 


appropriate past 


appropriate past 


tense + -dapat 


tense + -han 


sequential 
following an 
interval 


-mariri 

-riiriri 

-sariri 


(m class) 
(r class) 
(s class) 


" 


- 


simultaneous 
continuativc 


-patin{a) 


-ptin(a) 




simultaneous 

pHuctiliar 


immediate past tense 


' + -oh: 




-oh 


-viioh 




conditional 


tense (usually near p 


ast) + -han 




purpose 


2nd imperative ^ -i 


Tiat: 






-onmat 

-m / -r/ -s 






reason 


1st iniper + *-riin: 


3rd imper + -rim: 


-porim 


-pcrim 


ha -onohrim 


ha -gwcrim 


negative 
reason 


far fiiture + -rim: 




-prarim 


-pririm 





CHART 3: Interclausal relationship suffixes 
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4.2.4 Other verbal suffixes 

t First order suffixes -t (ma & r) / -n (mb) / -him/-hufn (s) 

make the verb into a stative. The stative form of the verb is 

-n used as an adverbial modifier to the verb. For example: Uh 

timo-n pat. (she sleeping-state is) 'She is sleeping.' 

-him/-hum 

-or The second order suffix -or (sg) and -ori (pi) mark a 

continuative rcpcditive action. Example: .,,angdci-or 

-ori (angdcir) mandatpamur. (look-rep leave) ...they looked and 

looked and gave up.' 

-s An adjunct verb form, which goes with an auxiliarv^ verb ripiit 

or porpat, is made by adding a first order suffix to the verb 
-ris stem. The suffix is usually -s: tukc-rpat ---> tukcs. But on 

some (r) class verbs the suffix is -ris: da-rpat ---> daris. And 
-ng on other (r) class verbs the suffix is -ng: gatc-rpat ---> 

gateng. Some verbs with -ng are found only in their adjunct 

form. 
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A paradigm is given here for a verb from each structural class, and for irregular 
verbs. 



5.1 (ma) class verb supat ^kilP 



tenses 


Agent's 


Viewpoint 


Observer's 


Viewpoint 


singular 


plural 


singular 


plural 


punctiliar 


far flit 


sutipra 


sutipri 






near flit 


sutiproh 


sutiprohe 






immd past 


su 


suya 


suhc 


suyahc 


near past 


sut 


suta 


sunong 


sungwe 


ycst past 


sutir 


sutiri 


sungA\xr 


sungwcri 


far past 


sutip 


sutpa 


sungop 


sungopa 


1st imper 


sutpor(a) 


sutpcr(a) 






2nd imper 


$utin(a) 








3rd im£cr 


ha sutinoh 


ha sutingwc 






continnative 


far flit 


supra 


supri 






near flit 


suproh 


suprohc 






present 


supat 


supti 






near past 


sur 


suri 






yest past 


sut 


suti 






far past 


susuh 


sushc 


sunipat 


sunipti 


1st imper 


supora 


supcra 






2nd imper 


suna 








3rd imper 


ha sunoh 


ha sungwc 







same subject sequential relationship: suma 
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5,2 (mb) class verb suhupat ^dig tip; shoulder^ 



tenses 


A^e n t 's Vie wp oint 


Observer's Viewpoint 


singular 


plural 


singular 


plural 


puftctiliar 


far flit 


suhundipra 


suhundtpri 






nearfnt 


suhundiproh 


suhundiprohc 






imtnd past 


suhu 


suhuva 


suhuhc 


suvahc 


near past 


suhun 


suhunda 


suhunong 


suhungwc 


ycst past 


suhundir 


suhundiri 


suhungwcr 


suhungAvcri 


far past 


suhundip 


suhundipa^ 


suhungop 


suhungopa 


1st imper 


suhundipor(a) 


suhundipcr(a) 






2nd imper 


$uhundin(a) 








3rd im£er 


ha suhundinoh 


ha suhundingwc 






continuative 


far fit 


suhupra 


suhupri 






nearfut 


suhuproh 


suhuprohc 






present 


suhupat 


suhupti 






near past 


suhur 


suhuri 






yest past 


suhut 


suhuta 






far past 


suhusuh 


suhushc 


suhunipat 


suhunipti 


1st imper 


suhupor(a) 


suhupcr(a) 






2nd imper 


suhun(a) 








3rd imper 


ha suhunoh 


ha suhungwc 







same subject sequential relationship: suhuma 



The full forms are given. Various contractions are possible. For cxumple, suhundipa may 
also be said suhunpa or Ruhdipa. 
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tenses 


Ajfent's 


Viervpoint 


Observer's Viewpoint 


sinjfular 


plural 


sinjjular 


plural 


punctiliar 


farfut 


datipra 


datipri 






marftit 


datiproh 


datiprohe 






immd past 


dar 


dariva 


darhe 


dariyahc 


near past 


dat 


data 


darinong 


daringwc 


vest past 


datir 


datiri 


daringwcr 


daringwcri 


far past 


datip 


datpa 


daringop 


daringopa 


1st irnper 


datpor(a) 


datpcr(a) 






2nd imper 


datin(a) 








3rd imj)cr 


hli datinoh 


ha datingwc 






continuative 


far fur 


dariprii 


daripri 






nearfnt 


dariproh 


dariprohe 






present 


darpiit 


daripti 






mar past 


darir 


dariri 






yest past 


darit 


darita 






far past 


darisuh 


darishe 


darinipat 


darinipti 


1st impt:r 


darpor(a) 


darpcr(a) 






2nd impcr 


darin(a) 








3rd imper 


ha darinoh 


ha daringwc 







same subject sequential relationship: data 
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tenses 


Agent's 


Viewpoint 


Observer's 


Viewpoint 


singular 


plural 


singular 


plural 


punctiliar 


farfut 


wapra 


wapri 






near flit 


waproh 


waprohc 






immd past 


wa 


waya 


wahc 


waya he 


near past 


waih 


waihya 


wanong 


wangwe 


yest past 


waihir 


waihiri 


wangwcr 


wangwcri 


far past 


waihip 


waihpa 


wangop 


wangopa 


1st imper 


wapor(a) 


wapcr(a) 






2nd imper 


wayon(a) 








3rd imper 


ha wayonoh 


ha wiiyongwc 






continuative 


farfut 


wasipra 


wasipri 






near f tit 


wasiproh 


wasiprohc 






present 


wapat 


wapti 






near past 


wayor 


wayori 






yest past 


wat 


wati 






far past 


wasuh 


washe 


wanipat 


wiinipti 


1st imper 


wasipor(a) 


wasipcr(a) 






2nd imper 


washcn(a) 








3rd imper 


ha washcnoh 


ha washcngwc 







same subject sequential relationship: wasa 
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5.5 class verb wMndeipat^ (wa + deipat) Hook aty see^ 



tenses 


Agent's 


Viewpoint 


Observer's 


Viewpoint 


singular 


plural 


sincitilar 


plural 


punctilliar 1 


far flit 


wamtipra^ 


wamtipri 






near fat 


warn tip roh 


wamtiprohe 






imtnd past 


wandci 


wandciya 


wiindeihc 


wandciyahc 


near past 


wamat 


wamta 


wandeinong 


wandcingwc 


yest past 


wamtir 


wamtiri 


vvandcingwer 


wandcingwcri 


far past _ 


wamtip 


wamtipa 


wandcingop 


wandcingopa 


1st impcr 


wamtipor(a) 


wanitipcr(a) 






2nd imper 


\vamtin(a) 








3rd impcr 


ha wamtinoh 


ha wamtingwe 






continuative 


far fat 


wandeipra 


wandeipri 






near flit 


wandciproh 


wandciprohc 






present 


wandcipat 


wandcipti 






near past 


wandcir 


wandciri 






yest past 


wandcit 


wandci ta 






far past 


wandeisuh 


wandcishc 


wandcinipat 


wandcinipti 


1st imper 


wandeipor(a) 


wandcipcr(a) 






2nd imper 


wandcin(a) 








3rd imper 


ha wandcinoh 


ha wandcingwc 







same subject sequential relationship: wamara 



^ contraction of wamatipra 
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5.6 Irregular verb pat 

Irregular verb pat (continuative) and a (punctiliar) 'be, exist; stay'. The 
continuative form refers to a longer period of time; the punctihar to a shorter 
period. The verb papat iook after, care for' follows the same pattern. 



tenses 


Agent's 


Viewpoint 


Observer's 


Viewpoint 


sinjfular 


plural 


sinjfular 


plural 


punctiliar 


far f tit 


indipra 


indipri 






near flit 


indiproh 


indiprohc 






immd past 


a 


ava 


ayahc 


ayahe 


near past 


at 


ata 


anong 


angwc 


ye St past 


indir 


indiri 


iingwer 


angweri 


far past 


indip 


inpa 


indingop 


indingopa 


1st imper 


inpor(a) 


inpcr(a) 






2nd imper 


indin(a) 






3rd im£er 


ha indinoh 


ha indingwc 






continuative 


farfut 


patepra 


patcpri 






nearfut 


pateproh 


patcprohc 






present 


pat 


pati 






near past 


pater 


patcri 


"'■ ■■ ■"■ 




yest past 


patct 


patcti 






far past 


patcsuh 


patcshc 


patenipat 


patcnipti 


1st imper 


patcpor(a) 


patcpcr(a) 






2nd imper 


patcn(a) 








3rd imper 


ha patenoh 


ha patcngwe 







same subject sequential relationship, paiima patima 
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5.7 Irregular verb sarpat 

Irregular verb sarpat 'put, set aside' 



tenses 


Agent's 


Viewpoint 


Observer's 


Viewpoint 


singular 


plural 


singular 


plural 


punctiliar 


farfut 


itipra^ 


itipri 






nearftit 


itiproh 


itiprohc 






immd past 


sar 


sariya 


sarhe 


sariyahe 


near past 


it 


ita 


sarinong 


saringwc 


yest past 


itir 


itiri 


saringwer 


saringwcri 


far past 


itip 


itpa 


saringop 


saringopa 


1st imper 


itpor(a) 


itpcr(a) 






2nd imper 


itin(a) 








3rd im£cr 


ha itinoh 


ha itingwc 






continuative 


farfut 


sariphi 


saripri 






nearfut 


sariproh 


sariprohc 






present 


sarpat 


saripti 






near past 


sarir 


sariri 






yest past 


sarit 


sariti 






far past 


sarisuh 


sarishc 


sarinipat 


sarinipti 


1st imper 


saripor(a) 


sariper(a) 






2nd imper 


sarin(a) 








3rd imper 


ha sarinoh 


ha sarin g\vc 







same subject sequential relationship: sara 



This verb has two stems: i used with punctiliar and sa used with continuative. 
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5.8 Irregular verb dapat 

Irregular verb dapat 'eat\ pandcpat 'feed someone' and namdepat 'feed (first or 
second person)' follow the same pattern. 



tenses 


Agent's 


Viewpoint 


Observer's 


Viewpoint 


singular 


plural 


sin£ftilar 


plural 


punctiliar 


farfut 


dipra 


dipri 






near flit 


diproh 


diprohe 






immd past 


dc 


daya 


dche 


dayahc 


near past 


di 


dia 


danong 


dangwc 


yest past 


dir 


diri 


dangwcr 


dangwcri 


far past 


dip 


dipa 


dangop 


dangopa 


1st imper 


dipor(a) 


dipcr(a) 






2nd imper 


din(a) 








3rd imper 


ha dinoh 


ha dtngwe 






continuative 


far flit 


dapra 


dapri 






nearfut 


daproh 


daprohc 






present 


dapat 


dapti 






near past 


dcr 


deri 






yest past 


dct 


dcti 






far past 


dasuh 


dashc 


danipat 


danipti 


1st imper 


dapor(a) 


dapcr(a) 






2nd imper 


dcn(a) 








3rd imper 


ha dcnoh 


ha dcngwc 







same subject sequential relationship: dama 
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5 p Irregular verb sapat 

Irregular verb sapat 'go' 



tenses 


Agent's Viewpoint 


Observer V Vie wpoin t 


singular 


plural 


singular 


plural 


punctiliar 


farfut 


sapra 


sapri 






near flit 


saproh 


saprohc 






immd past 


us 


saya 


ushc 


sayahc 


near past 


pi/hwt/hu 


piii/hwia 


sanong 


sangwc 


yest past 


pir/hwir/hur 


piri/hwiri 


sangwcr 


sangwcri 


far past 


pip/hwip/hup 


pipa/hwipii 


sangop 


sangopa 


1st imper 


sapor(a) 


sapcr(a) 






2nd imper 


son(a) 








3rd imper 


ha sonoh 


hii songwc 






continuative 


farfut 


sasipra 


sasipri 






near flit 


sasiproh 


sasiprohe 






present 


sapat 


sapti 






near past 


sor 


sori 






yest past 


sat 


sati 






far past 


sasuh 


sashc 


sanipat 


sanipti 


1st imper 


sasipor(a) 


$a$ipcr(a) 






2nd imper 


$ashcn(a) 








3rd imper 


ha sashcnoh 


ha sashengwc 







same subject sequential relationship: susa 
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5.10 Irregular verb apripat 

Irregular verb apripat *come\ The verb apripat 'give' follows the same pattern. 



tenses 


Agent's 


Viewpoint 


Observer's 


Viewpoint 


singular 


plural 


singular 


plural 


punctiliar 


far fut 


apripra 


apripri 






near flit 


apriproh 


apriprohc 






immd past 


apir 


apriya 


apirhe 


apriyiihc 


near past 


apin 


apda 


apinong 


apingwc 


yest past 


apdor 


apdori 


apingwcr 


apingwcri 


far past 


apdap 


apdapa 


apingop 


apingopa 


1st imper 


apripor(a) 


apripcr(a) 






2nd imper 


aprin(a) 








3rd imper 


ha aprinoh 


ha apringwc 






continuative 


far fut 


aprisipra 


aprisipri 






near fut 


aprisiproh 


aprisiprohc 






present 


apripat 


apripti 






near past 


aprir 


apriri 






yest past 


aprit 


apriti 






far past 


aprisuh 


aprishc 


aprinipat 


aprinipti 


1st imper 


apri$ipor(a) 


aprisipcr(a) 






2nd imper 


aprishen(a) 








3rd imper 


ha aprishenoh 


ha aprishcngwe 







same subject sequential relationship: aprisa 
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5.11 Irregular auxiliar verb deipat 

Irregular auxiliar verb deipat 'put down into' 



tenses 


Agent's Viewpoint 


Observer's Viewpoint 


singular 


plural 


singular 


plural 


punctiliar 1 


far flit 


matipra 


matipri 






near fin 


matiproh 


matiprohc 






immd past 


dci 


dciva 


deihc 


deiyahc 


near past 


mat 


mata 


dcinong 


deingwc 


yest past 


matir 


matiri 


dcingwcr 


deingweri 


far past 


matip 


matpa 


deingop 


dcingopa 


1st imper 


matpor(a) 


matpcr(a) 






2 ml imper 


matin(a) 








3rd imper 


ha matinoh 


ha matingwe 






continuative 


far flit 


dcipni 


dcipri 






nearfut 


dciproh 


deiprohc 






present 


deipat 


dcipti 






near past 


dcir 


deiri 






yest past 


deit 


dciti 






far past 


deisuh 


deishe 


deinipat 


deinipti 


1st imper 


deipor(a) 


deiper(a) 






2nd imper 


dcin(a) 








3rd imper 


ha deinoh 


ha deingwc 







same subject sequential relationship: mara 
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5.12 Irregular verb hapat 

Irregular verb hapat 'do, make' 



tenses 


Agent's 


Viewpoint 


Observer's 


Viewpoint 


singular 


plural 


sin£itUar 


plural 


punctiliar 


farfut 


hatipra 


1 — 
hatipri 






nearfut 


hatiproh 


hatiprohc 






immd past 


hah 


haya 


hahhe 


hayahc 


near past 


hat 


hata 


hanong 


hangwc 


vest past 


hatir 


hatiri 


hangwer 


hangwcri 


far past 


hatip 


hatpa 


hangop 


hangopa 


1st imper 


hatpor(a) 


hatpcr(a) 






2nd imper 


hatin(a) 








3rd imper 


ha hatinoh 


ha hatingwc 






continuative 


farfut 


hapra 


hapri 






nearfut 


haproh 


haprohe 






present 


hapat 


hapti 






near past 


her 


hcri 






yest past 


hct 


hcti 






far past 


hasuh 


hashc 


hanipat 


hanipti 


1st imper 


hapor(a) 


hapcr(a) 






2nd imper 


hen(a) 








3rd imper 


ha henoh 


ha hcngwc 







same subject sequential relationship: hama 
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6 Verb phrases 

Some tense forms and other types of action are expressed by a verb phrase. 

6.1 Tense expressed by a verb phrase 

For the obser\'er's viewpoint continuative past tenses, only the far past is marked 
by a verbal suffix. The other observxr's viewpoint continuative past tenses are 
expressed by a verb phrase: main verb with -m / -r / -s + auxiliary verb h^ipat with 
agent's viewpoint continuative past tense suffixes. For example: tima-m ha-t 
(sleep-s/s. sequential do-yest.past) 'used to sleep' 

6.2 Other aetions expressed by a verb phrase 

quick action A quick action is expressed by using an adjunct form of the 
verb + one of the two verbs of saying (ripiit for intransitive, 
porpat for transitive clauses). Oh da-ris por... (he take- 
quick. action say) 'He grabbed it then...' 

action This is expressed by using a sequential same subject verb form 

perceived by a + the auxiliaiy verb hapiit \io': Biilus apri-s hah (plane 
sense other come-seq.s/s do) 'The plane is coming (where the person can 

than si>;hr hear the plane but cannot see it).' Sur mara-s hah (needle 

come.in-seq.s/s do) 'The needle has gone in (where the person 
can feel the needle being given in his backside but cannot see 

it).' 

past perfect A past perfect action is expresses by using the past tense of 
action the verb expressing the perfect action (the tense reflects the 

time in relation to other actions in context.) + auxiliary verb 
hapat 'do' in the form dictated by the discourse: ...ncrsup sut 
iti-ri ha-ngopart. (cassowary killed put-yesterday. past do- 
far. past. OV) '...cassowaries had been killed and set aside.' 
When the main verb is in the present tense and the past tense 
of the auxiliary is an obser\xr's \ie\\point past tense, then the 
axiliary is dropped and the second tense is attached to the 
main verb. Thus ...ncrsup supti hangopari '...were killing 
cassowaries' becomes ...ncrsup supti- ngopari. 
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acrion about This is expressed by using the first person imperative + 

to happen ripatin/riptin or ihpatin/ihaptin: Tom oh wanpor ihpatin... 

when another (rain it come, down doing) 'It was about to rain when...' Ihir 

action takes apnong ropcr riptin... (they house.to enter saying) 'They were 

place about to go inside when...' 

punctiliar The quick action form of the verb is redupHcated to express a 

repetitive repeated punctiliar action. In intransitive clauses or in 

action transitive clauses where the object is not affected, rhc adjunct 

is reduplicated without any change of form. In transitive 
clauses where the object is affected, the vowels in the first 
occurrence of the adjunct are all changed to /i/; the normal 
vowel qualities are retained in the second occurrence. Thus we 
have kang kang porpat 'kept on knocking', but giti-ng gato- 
ng potip ^kcpt curring it into pieces.' 



7 Pronouns 







regular 


poss-essive 


emphatic 


emphatic 

possessive 


absolute 
(only one) 


1 INC 


s£ 


noh 


nohc 


norhor 


norhc 


norhap 


dual 


nuhut 


nute 


nutanut 


nutiinute 


nutarhc 


Pl 


nuhur 


nurc 


nuranur 


nuranure 


nurarhc 


1 EXC 


dual 


dit 


dite 


ditadit 


ditadite 


ditarhc 


pl 


dir 


dire 


diradir 


diradire 


dirarhc 


2 


SS 


go 


gwc 


gorhor 


gorhc 


gorhap 


dual 


gut 


gutc 


gutagut 


gutagutc 


gutarhc 


pl 


gur 


gurc 


guragur 


guragurc 


gurarhc 


3 


sg M 


oh 


ohc 


orhor 


orhc 


orhap 


ssF 


uh 


uhc 


urhor 


urhc 


urhap 


dual 


ihit 


itc 


itait 


itaite 


itarhc 


pl 


ihir 


ire 


irair 


irairc 


irarhc 


DEM 


that 


oh 


ohc 


orhor 


orhc 


orhap 


this 


moh 


mohc 


morhor 


morhc 


m orhap 



CHART 4: Pronouns 
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8 Noun, pronoun, and adjective affixation 

Nouns, pronouns, and adjectives have no prefixes and few suffixes. Phrase clitics 
(sec below) attach to the last word of the phrase, which may be a noun, pronoun, or 
adjective. The suffixes and their meaning are given here. 

-nap The suffix -nap may be attached to an adjective or adverb 

-kirim indicating a superlative quality. The suffix -kirim indicates a 

lesser quality. By using these two suffixes one can express 
comparative and superlative: isipkirim 'big in a sort of a way'; isip 
'big', and thus bigger than isipkirim; and isipnap 'really/very big'. 
The suffix -nap on nouns mark it as being the real thing: tomnap 
'pure water'. 

-ran The suffix -ran emphasizes the word it is .suffixed to. 

-hei Counting nimiber words may be changed to quantifying number 

words by the suffix -hci, dop(a) 'six' > dophei as in dophci han 
ihir 'six men'. 

-si The suffix -si is normally a cliric. However, ir n.xn be suffixed to 

a noun to change it to an adjective. Thus kimin \'urvc' " kiminsi 
'crooked'. 

Most kin relationship words may be pluralized by using a suffix. (Relationship 
words arc indicated in the dictionary by the word 'kin' after the cntr\\) Where the 
word expresses a reciprocal relationship, such as gamin 'husband and wife' the -Vn 
of the dual relationship form is dropped and the suffix -der added. So gamin -> 
giimdcr 'husband and wives'. Other relationship words have a plural suffix -her 
(with first person) and -ntr/-ir (with second or third person; -nir when the noun 
ends in a vowel, -ir when it ends in a consonant). Thus at 'my father' -^ athcr 
'my/our fathers (elders)'; ita 'your father' -*■ itanir 'your fathers'; itap 
'hi.s/her/their father' -^ itapir 'his/her/their fathers'. 

9 Noun Phrases 

Noun phrases in Oksapmin have the following form: 

(modifier) + (modifier) + noun + (modifier) + (modifier) + (locational) + 
(pronoun) + (relationship word) 
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The items in parenthesis arc optional. The first modifier, when it occurs, is an 
adjective or a possessive noun phrase. The modifier before the noun head may be an 
adjective, a noun, a quantifying number, or a relative clause. The modifier 
immediately following the head noun of the phrase is an adjective. The second one 
is a quantifying number. When a pronoun occurs it usually ends the phrase, but a 
recipricai relationship term may follow. For a list of pronouns see the pronoun 
chart on page 232. Examples: 

imah ap isip oh 

(pig house big it) 
'the big pig house' 

brer ihit iman 

(child thcy.two mother.and.child) 
'the mother and child' 

Modifiers before the head noun tend to point more to an inherent quality of the 
head noun. Modifiers after the head noun tend to point to outward characteristics. 
Thus yah ban ob (good man he) means a person who is morally good or kind, hiin 
yah ob (man good he) means a person who is good looking or grown up. 

9.1 Possessive noun phrase 

A possessive noun phrase has a structure similar to the noun phrase, except the 
pronoun used is a possessive pronoun. A possessive noun phrase may be a modifier 
of a regular noun phrase: ban yot itc ru tei (man two their garden place) 'the 
garden area belonging to the two men' Note that tci 'place' is the head noun, ru 
'garden' modifies it, which in turn is modified by the possessive phrase ban yot itc. 

10 Phrase clitics 

Phrase clitics may come at the end of cither a verb phrase or noun phrase. A few 
may co-occur. For example, the clitic -he can occur with -dapat or -nong. -wi 
can occur with -pok or -si. Here is a list of phrase clitics and their function. 



-has Negates the phrase it is attached to. 

1) Indicates that the direction of movement is away from the 
-dapat location which it marks. 2) Indicates the initiator of an action 

3) Indicates a new time setting. 
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-c Indicates uncertainty or wondering. It is used with interrogatives. 

-he 1) Identifies another item in a context where an item from the 

same categor\^ has been given. 2) Marks emphasis. 

-kus Marks emphasis: 'As for that one...'. 

-nong 1) Indicates direction of movement toward the location which it 
marks. 2) Indicates the receptor of an action. 3) Indicates that the 
phrase it is on is to be seen as contrasting with something else in 
context. It can mark unexpected contrast. 

-o Marks a collection in a list. 

■pok Usually occurs with -wi. The only place it has been observed 

without -wi is when it is attached to ki 'enough*, then it never has 
-wi. The -pok clitic marks emphasis, meaning something like 
'certainly' or 'really'. Thus ki-pok means 'It really is enough.' 

-ra Marks emphasis: Ws for that one ...'. 

-ri I) Identifies the head noun in the phrase as first or preeminent. 

2) Emphasizes the head noim in the phrase, reminding the speaker 
that it is what is really being talked about. 

-ru 'like, similar, in a similar way' 

-si I) Marks accompaniment. 2) Marks instrument. 3) Coordinates two 

items or marks a collection. 4) Indicates possession, 5) On verb 
phrase, marks intention 

-wi 'only'. 
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11 Grammatical clause types 

Every action clause has the following possible constituents: 
(Subject: noun phrase) + (Time: noun phrase) + Predicate: verb phrase 

The constituents in parenthesis arc optional. Thus it is possible to have a clause 
consisting only of a verb phrase, which may be only a verb. The predicate has to 
come clause final. Subject, when it occurs, usually comes first in the clause, but 
other constituents may be brought to the front of the clause to give them 
prominence. There are several clause types in Oksapmin, each one distinguished by 
optional constituents in addition to the ones given above. These optional 
constituents usually come between the Time noun phrase and the Predicate. 

Intransitive clause (i): (Location: noun phrase) 

Kuu tit ap tan tongot patmur. 

(woman one room floor sit is) 

'A woman is sitting on the floor.' 

Han ihir mcngripti. 

(men they talking) 
'The men are talking.' 

Transitive clause (t): (Object: noun phrase) 

Men oh kor uhc rih oh darpat... 

(brother he sister her grass. skirt it took) 
'The brother got his sister's grass skirt then...' 

Han pascr oh ncrsup tit sutipri. 

(man old he cassowary one killed.) 
'The old man killed a cassowary.' 

Ditransitivc clause (dt): 

(Indirect object: noun phrase + -nong) + (Direct object) 

...nohnong bes oh namgimo... 

(to. me arm i t showed.me) 

'...showed me his arm and...' 
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Taprcscp oh ohnong torn san oh aprisa... 

(European he to. him water container it gave) 
'The European gave him the water container, then...' 

Motion clause (m): (Destination: noun phrase + -nong/-dapat) 

Mon oh pa rang sasuhri* 

(brother he caro garden used. to. go) 

The brother used to go off to the taro garden.' 

...hamdapat marasa... 

(from. down come. up) 

'...then he came up from down below, and...' 

Motion transitive clause (mt): (Object) + (Destination) 

Ihir kopi bckung poprisa 

(they coffee bag brought) 

'They brought the coffee bag then...' 

Scin oh apnong pisangopri. 

(corpse it house.to took) 
'He took the body to the house.' 

In addition to active clauses Oksapmin has equational clauses: Subject: noun 
phrase + Predicate: adjeetive/noun phrase 

Moh burafnakau isip yah ohmur. 

(this cow big good it) 

'This is a good big cow,' 

Tom win oh Mim 

(water name it Mim) 
'The water's name is Mim.' 

12 Relative clauses 

Relative clauses in Oksapmin are sentence-like components in that they may 
consist of more than one clause and they end with verbs marked for tense. But, 
unlike sentences, they are not marked for mood, nor do they have final intonation. 
In fact, the normal pitch contours over phrases or parts of a phrase are suppressed 
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over the whole relative clause. The relative clause may be marked, but not 
necessarily so, by the relative clause particle ma. When the relative clause 
particle occurs, it comes in one of the verb phrases, usually the last verb phrase of 
the relative clause, and usually at the start of the phrase, but other positioning is 
possible. 

A second person imperative tense suffix may come on the last verb of a relative 
clause, as well as other tense suffixes. When the final verb ends with a second 
person imperative suffix, the relative clause modifies the noun following it by 
describing what it is used for. This use and examples of how relative clauses are 
formed are illustrated in the following examples. 

ohc pohon tongno-suh tci 

(his traditional sit-far. past. cont place) 
*the place where he traditionally sat' 

ohc tongnoti-n tci 

(his sit-2nd. imperative place) 
'place for him to sit on' 

Trangapnong ma paihi-n brcr 

(Trangap.to rel.part carry. down-yest.past child) 
'the child which they carried down to Trangap' 

13 Sentences 

Clauses combine to make sentences. Sentence medial clauses have verb forms 
marking the relationship of that clause with the one to follow. (See section on 
interclausal relationships above). Sentence final clauses are characterized by verbs 
being marked for tense and mood. In addition to tense and mood the final phrase of 
the sentence carries one of the three intonation patterns described in section 2. 
Tense has been described and charted above in section 3 on verb affixation. 

13.1 Mood 

Mood is usually marked in Oksapmin by a clitic attached to the last word of the 
sentence. In two cases, mood is marked by a discontinuous morpheme. Some mood 
clitics may occur together with other chtics, so it is useful to group the clitics. 
Clitics in one group may not co-occur with any other clitic in that group, but 
clitics in a higher group may co-occur with clitics in some of the lowxr groups. 
The co-occiirrcnce restrictions are given at the end of the list. 
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Group I 

-da Marks a yes/no question. 

ha ...-pra Marks negative optative: 'Oh that you would not...' 

ha ...pri 

-kin The speaker uses this to indicate that the statement made is 

probably right. 

-wa Marks a response to a question. 

These forms reminds the hearer about a topic he has ignored 
and asks about it. 



Marks optative: 'Oh that I could...' 

Expresses a historical factual statement. (Used in legends or 
narratives where viewpoint is not in focus.) 



Marks a statement of tact. 

Expresses amazement at an impossible action having been 
done: Barus oh ha manhctpa 'How did people ever make an 
aeroplane.^' 



ohwa 


mohwa 


Group 2 


-ncng 


ma ... oh 


Group 3 


-mur 


ha + verb 


Group 4 


-ri 


Group 5 


-o 



Marks reported information. 



1) Marks quoted speech. 

2) Denotes distance between speaker and hearer. 

Group 5 clitic may co-occur with clitics from any of the other 4 groups. Group 4 
clitic may co-occur with clitics from groups 1, 2, and 3. Group 3 clitic may co- 
occur with group 2 clitic. 

13.2 Relationship between groups of clauses 

Some interclausal relationships may include more than one clause on each side. 
When there is more than one clause on one side of the relationship, those clauses 
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are joined by interclausal relationship markers. (See "Suffixes marking 
interclausal relationships" under section 3.) The verb in the last clause is marked 
for tense, but not mood. Relationships between groups of clauses are expressed by 
words, rather than suffixes, or, in one case, by intonation. Here is a list of the 
various relationships and how they are marked. 



coordination 



contrar\^ to 

fact 

conditional 



fact result 



result 

unexpected 
result 



This is expressed by rising sustained intonation over the last 
word of the two parts being coordinated. If the last word ends 
in a vowel, the intonation is put over that vowel. If it ends in 
a consonant, /a/ is added to the word with the intonation put 
over it. Coordinating intonation is marked in the orthographv 
by ';'. 

1) the mood clitic -ncng on both parts marks a contrar)^ to 
fact relationship in which the actions on neither side of the 
relationship eventuated. 2) The interrogative mood clitic -da 
at the end of one part and ihan 'therefore' at the beginning of 
the next part marks a contrary to fact relationship in which 
the second part may have happened but should not have unless 
the condition of the first part had been fulfilled. 

This is expressed by ohoh ihan. (ohoh ends one group of 
clauses, ihan starts the next.) 

Result is expressed by ihan between the tvvo groups of clauses. 

This is expressed by orhora; between the two groups of 
clauses. 



Examples: 



...oh katpc maringopa; noh katpc marima apdapa. 
(he onc.end held I one.cnd held came) 

'He held one end and I held the other, and we came.' 

Mong yah-ncng isip gonapti-neng. 

(ground good-contrafy.to.fact big piant-contr.to.fact) 
'If the ground was good, we would plant a lot.' 



Tom wanda ohoh ihan nuhut na apdapmur. 

(rain comedown fact therefore we.two not come) 
'Since iv rained we did not come.' 
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Nita ban orhora; rop oh matci patcsuh, 

(relative man unexpected. result grandfather he here lived) 
'He was a relative alright, but his grandfather used to live here.' 

14 Discourse 

Discourses are often introduced or concluded by a sentence or clause. For 
example, a discourse on killing frogs may start: 'About killing frogs...' It may end 
by a summan' statement: 'That is how we/pcople/women kill frogs.' Or a narrator 
may start a narrative by saying, 'Now I am going to tell you about ...' Various 
types of discourse are distinguished by the aspect, tense, and mood used. For 
example, procedural discourses use continuative/habitual aspect, either present or 
far past tense, and mood clitics -mur or mii ... oh. Narratives use either aspect, a 
mixture of past tenses, and either no mood marker or -rt. 

Sentences build into episodes and discourses. Sentences are usually joined to the 
previous sentence in the discourse by recapitulating something from the end of the 
previous sentence. The recapitulation may be parr of the final clause of the 
previous sentence, with the verb of the predicate suffixed to mark a relationship 
with what comes next. (Sec section on interclausal relationship under section 3.) 
In this case the new sentence goes on to build onto the events of the previous 
sentence. 

...torn hru tci oh birhitpari. Tom hru tci oh birhitporhan torn hru tcm 
mahamdapat tit marongopri. 

(water body on it danced. Water body on dance water body hole down. from one 
came, up) 

'...she danced on the water. After she had danced, something came up from 
under the water." 

The recapitulation may, however, be all or part of the final clause of the pre\aous 
sentence in a relative clause form. In this case the new sentence develops the idea 
of the previous sentence. 

,.han ohnong sutipmur. Ma sutip oh kaw tit dara... 

(man to. him hit. Relative hit dcm stick one take) 

'...hit the man. About hitting him, she took a stick and...' 

The recapitulation may bc I §pccial form of the last verb of the prc\aovis sentence. 
In this case the next sentence starts a new episode or topic. 
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Sometimes a new sentence starts without recapitulating anything from the pre\ious 
sentence. This can happen when a new topic is being introduced, in which case that 
will be made clear, perhaps by the topic marker -he. Sometimes it means that 
something from the previous sentence will be enlarged upon. That is, the discourse 
does not move forward to talk about new events or new ideas. Sometimes, even 
though there is no recapitulation, special words or forms are used, such as kimsi- 
dapat (tomorrow-from), indicating a new episode. 

..ihir Hagcnnong pipari. Kar tern rosa pipari. 

(they Mt.Hagen.to went. Car hole go. in went) 
'They left for Mt.Hagcn. That is, they got in a car and left.' 

Kimsidapat mongda hatporhan men oh pa rang pipri. 

(tomorrow. from light did brother he taro garden went) 

'The next day (new episode) the brother set off for his taro garden after 
davHght.' 
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